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Jennings County Commissioners
Zoom Meeting
January 28, 2021 6:30 pm

All Commissioners were present.

Nicci Lucas, HR, said that the probations salary needs corrected and how they are considered
employees. Last fall everyone was changed to hourly and they should be exempt. They are, under
Indiana Code, supposed to be exempt. That needs corrected on the salary ordinance. The Council does
that but Nicci wanted to come before the Commissioners first. Their salary needs correcting for this
year, the county is currently not following the salary schedule that the Supreme Court says has to be
followed and they are not categorized correctly. She is asking to change them from hourly to exempt.
Nicci said she has been told they are not being paid the correct amount. Tessia Salsman, Auditor, said
she understands they are being paid the correct amount, it’s just they are listed as hourly instead of
salary. One of the probation employees (Chaz) said that their amount is somewhat short but it is not
correct based on the Indiana State Salary Schedule. Shane made the motion to allow Nicci to present
that to the Council and correct this per Indiana State Statute. Bob seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.

Larry Burton was on the agenda initially but has been taken off since then.

Randy Shepherd, Assessor, reported that he has been trying to get a vehicle for the Assessor’s office to
do the reassessment inspections. He received a call this past week from Dave Turner, Sheriff’s
Department, they have 2 different vehicles that they have offered. They havea Dodge Durango that is a
4 wheel drive and would work good for the areas they have to travel to. Itis currently in Columbus
getting the lights removed and the striping. It will be back in town next week and he was asking for the
Commissioners permission to transfer it from the Sheriff’'s Department to the Assessor’s Office. Shane
asked if this was a vehicle they were going to trade in but Randy was unsure of that. Dave Turnersaid it
was. Shane made the motion to allow the Assessor’s Office to use the vehicle instead of the Sheriff’'s
Office trading it in. Bob seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Jim Reeves, Highway Dept, has 3 contracts that were sent to Alex Zimmerman, County Attorney, today.
Alex said he has looked them over and they look fine. Jim said the first one is for Bridge 76,
supplemental #1. He said it is basically explaining why the county can’t rehab the bridge, why a new one
is needed. It is a historic bridge so that makes a difference. It has been raised by $119,083.00, which
raises the county’s share an additional $23,816.60. This bridge is behind the Graham Creek School. The
bridge is advertised for sale and had to be advertised for sale (due to being historic).

The next is Bridge 44, north of the State School, and in the original contract they didn’t think they
needed a skower analysis on the walls that go into the water but INDOT wants that done now. It raises
the contract $10,000.00.

The third is Supplemental #4 was done on December 10, 2020. This was sent to INDOT prior to that.
The Program Manager approved it. The Program Director didn’t like it afterwards and wanted a Right of
Way Contract. This is just dropping the other contract and accepting the new one. Itis for $163,590.00.
Shane made the motion to accept these changes and sign the contracts. Bob seconded. Motion passed












